Welcome to St. Paul’s
Barton, Isle of Wight

www.stpaulsbarton.co.uk
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Greetings,

Just wanted to squeeze in a quick blog
whilst Mum and Dad are resting having
just arrived in Phnom Penh. Great to
have them here. Looking forward to
showing them around and having some
laughs. Just had a quick catch-up on the
balcony over strong cups of tea (hoorah
for Yorkshire Tea tea-leaves!!) and drag-
onfruit (tastes a bit melony and tis good
for the bowels.)

Anyway, since [ last wrote things
have been feeling quite normal here. Feel
like I’'ve been here ages now! Have
started teaching English to a group of
Cambodian young women once a week
which I’'m really enjoying. They’re
friends of Vivi, one of my Indonesian
friends from the World Horizons team,
and we’ve been having a laugh each
week playing games, learning songs and
telling stories. It’s been a while since
I’ve taught/facilitated a small group like
this so it’s been good to get my hand in
again and find that things have come
back quickly and naturally, thank the
Lord.

The preparations for the Life Again
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St. Paul’s Verger

Our church wardens, Andrew &
Leigh, have asked Liz Clack if she
would be our new Verger. After
prayer and waiting on the Lord,

Liz accepted their nomination and
on Friday evening the PCC agreed
unanimously. We know this is the
Lorddés will and
his provision at
every gift that we need to do the i
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event this Sunday at CFC have been
coming along. The kids have made loads
of sea creatures (fish, crabs, oysters, star-
fish, octopuses, sea anenomies plus some
other weird and wonderful creations)
which will be used to transform the
meeting room into an underwater scene
this weekend. My great ideas for teach-
ing loads of dances and dramas haven’t
quite gone to plan though as it’s been
tricky trying to communicate. All I can
say is that it’s been a learning experience
in all things cross-cultural and am appre-
ciating that at this stage, less is most
definitely best. So, this Sunday the hope
is simply to create a space for things to
happen. For people to bring songs,
dances, stories, poems etc — a bit like a
cedleigh — and for everyone just to enjoy
sharing and receiving and being together.

Since the Christmas sociabilities,
Sheila and I have had slightly less people
round but it’s been good to finally have
Sreyroam and Sokim from CFC over for
Spaghetti Bolognaise, some DVDs and a
sleepover plus Kamra (Norman and Fi’s
adopted son) and his family for burger
and chips and stories with Sheila. Have

Mothering Sunday is

had some good nights out too seeing the
Messenger Band — a group made of ex-
garment factory workers who sing a lot
of protest and political stuff — and going
to a Burns night last Saturday, complete
with a cedleigh band, dancing, poetry
and the piping in of the haggis.

Last Monday Sheila’s friend and col-
league, Dett, got married so it was a full-
on day of Cambodian Weddingness with
lots of food, fruit, loud music, colourful
clothes, and rituals. When I’ve more
time, I’ll put on the photos to give you a
few glimpses of a very varied and vivid
day.

Anyway, hopefully it won’t be too
long before I can make this blog a bit
more pictorial. Need to wake Ma and Pa
up soon and take them out for tea.

S000000000000000000, bye for now.
Hope all’s well wherever you are, what-
ever you’re up to. lots of love Fiona xxx
(February’s blog)

Fiona is a member of our church and we
support her in prayer and through our
10% tithe.

Today is the Third Sunday of Lent

Next Sunday

The name “Mothering
Sunday” derives from
either the custom in
former times of appren-
tices or others visiting
their mothers on this
day or the practice of
visiting the cathedral or
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Information for the newsletter should be sent to Peter Pimentel
Tel: 522075—Mobile: 07837288847—Email: peter@pimentel.freeserve.co.uk




IRAQI CHRISTIANS DISPLACED AND MURDERED

On Sunday 14 Rayan Salem Elias
was killed outside his home by armed
assailants, and the next day a Christian
greengrocer, Fatukhi Munir,
gunned down in his shop in a drive-by
shooting. Then on Tuesday 16 two
Christian students, Zia Toma (21) and
Ramsin Shmael (22), were on their way
to the local university when gunmen
opened fire on them. Zia was killed and
Ramsin wounded. They had already
been displaced from their homes in
Baghdad, the Iraqi capital, by the insta-
bility there. On Wednesday 17 Wissam
George (20), another student, went
missing on his way to the institute
where he was studying to be a teacher.
His body was found in the street that
afternoon, riddled with bullets. On Fri-
day 19 Sabah Yacob Dahan was found
murdered, having been abducted from
his shop five days earlier. And on
Wednesday 24 Aiechoa Metoka and his
two sons, Mukhlos and Basem, were
killed in their home by three gunmen.
They were the father and brothers of a
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prominent Christian leader, who was
himself kidnapped (and later released)
two years ago.

These attacks are only the latest in
a long series of incidents that have
spread terror among the Christian popu-
lation of Mosul. Over 300 families have
recently fled from the city into the rela-
tive safety of the Christian townships in
the Nineveh Plain. Some Christians
struggle to escape because they are poor
and do not have cars, and many taxi
drivers are too afraid to provide trans-
port for them. A senior figure in the
Church in Baghdad pleaded for an end
to the murder of Christians. “Help us to
continue to bear witness to the Gospel
as we have done for centuries,” he said.
“The Iraqi Christian community must
not die. We Christians are innocent vic-
tims. We never hurt anybody; we just
want to live in peace in our country.” Dr
Patrick Sookhdeo, International Direc-
tor of Barnabas Fund, added,

“There are few places of safety
left in Iraq for our brothers and sisters.
Almost all have left Basra and most
have left Baghdad. Even in Mosul,
where once Christians might have felt
secure, they now live in fear of their
lives and are fleeing in large numbers.
Please will you remember them in your
prayers, and please will you give as you
are able to help us meet their needs?”

From the Barnabas Fund—a charity
supported by St. Paul’s in prayer &
with out

A Prayer for Pompey!

Praying for this club & its community
Order its affairs at this time, for
Management and staff,

Players and fans,

Everyone who loves this club.

You are God of all things. Amen.

The Rev Jonathan Jeffery, in his role as
Pompey FC chaplain, has put together a
simple prayer for fans and churchgoers to
pray

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ ST. PAUL’S?

Today

Solace leading worship and Peter preaching @ Living Waters Fellowship, Shanklin, 29 Victoria
Avenue 2.30 pm

Monday 8th March

Ladies Fellowship 8 pm.
Chichester Walk House Group 7.30 pm.
Cooper Road House Group 8 pm

Tuesday

Little Rascals 9.30 am.
Solace leading Taize worship @ Bembridge Methodist Church 7 pm
Little Rascals AGM 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre

Wednesday

Holy Communion 10.15 am

The Funeral Service of Jean Dyson 2 pm in church
Mary teaching Kesher course at Niton Methodist Church 2.30 pm till 4.30
Prayer Meeting in church 8 pm
Fairlee Road House Group 8 pm

Thursday

Parish Centre Committee Meeting 10 am
Worship Team Practice 7 pm
Deanery Synod in the Parish Centre 7 pm

Saturday

Coffee Morning at Yvonne Woodlands house, 48 Long Lane, 10 am—12 noon in aid of Bag-
dad’s Disaster Fund—a Diocesan Mother’s Union project.

Next Sunday 14th
March

Mothering Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 10 am

Solace leading worship at Parkhurst Prison 10.30 am




