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New floor and new heating—meeting of the congregation

We are now on the verge of being
able to make some definitive deci-
sions concerning our church floor
and heating.

The Churchwardens (Andrew &
Leigh) and Vicar (Peter) and our
chairman of the PCC Church Build-
ings Committee (Kevin) invite you to
a meeting of the congregation.

We do hope that everyone will be
able to attend this congregational
meeting on Sunday 8th January with
tea and cakes in church at 4 pm.

The plans concerning a new floor
and heating has necessarily been a
long process because of the com-
plexity of the matter. Kevin and the

PCC Buildings Committee
has put an enormous
amount of time and brain
power in seeing this
through. With the expert
help of our architect we are
now clear about the way
forward. Kevin will explain
everything at the meeting
especially how we have
arrived at this point in time
and the various options
that have been on the ta-
ble.

See Luke 2:1-16)

HERE'S A GIFT RECEIPT FOR THE MYRRH IN

REVERENDFUN.COM (OPYRIGHT BIBLE GATEWAY

12-26-2011

HAD WANTED OTHER PERFUME

There are some matters ASE YOU
that require your views as a congre-
gation and so we hope and pray that
the meeting will be very well at-
tended. Worship is our first priority.

The Queen’s Christmas message in full

"In this past year my family and I have
been inspired by the courage and hope we
have seen in so many ways in Britain, in the
Commonwealth and around the world.

We've seen that it's in hardship that we
often find strength from our families; it's in
adversity that new friendships are sometimes
formed; and it's in a crisis that communities
break down barriers
and bind together to
help one another.

Families, friends
and communities of-
ten find a source of
courage rising up
from within. Indeed,
sadly, it seems that it
is tragedy that often
draws out the most
and the best from the
human spirit.

When Prince
Philip and I visited
Australia this year, we

Prince William travelled to New Zealand
and Australia in the aftermath of earth-
quakes, cyclones and floods and saw how
communities rose up to rescue the injured,
comfort the bereaved and rebuild the cities
and towns devastated by nature.

The Prince of Wales also saw first-hand
the remarkable resilience of the human spirit

¥ after tragedy struck in
a Welsh mining com-
munity, and how com-
munities can work
together to support
their neighbours.

This past year has
also seen some memo-
rable and historic vis-
its - to Ireland and
from America.
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ship so evident in both
these nations can fill
us all with hope. Rela-
tionships that years

saw for ourselves the
effects of natural disaster in some of the ar-
eas devastated by floods, where in January
so many people lost their lives and their live-
lihoods.

We were moved by the way families and
local communities held together to support
each other.

ago were once so

strained have through sorrow and forgive-
ness blossomed into long-term friendship.

It is through this lens of history that we
should view the conflicts of today, and so
give us hope for tomorrow.

Of course, family does not necessarily
mean blood relatives but often a description

The place in which we gather to
meet with the Lord is very important
to us as was the tabernacle in an-
cient biblical times. Peter

The spirit of friend-

of a community, organisation or nation. The
Commonwealth is a family of 53 nations, all
with a common bond, shared beliefs, mutual
values and goals.

It is this which makes the Commonwealth
a family of people in the truest sense, at ease
with each other, enjoying its shared history
and ready and willing to support its members
in the direst of circumstances.

They have always looked to the future,
with a sense of camaraderie, warmth and
mutual respect while still maintaining their
individualism.

The importance of family has, of course,
come home to Prince Philip and me person-
ally this year with the marriages of two of
our grandchildren, each in their own way a
celebration of the God-given love that binds
a family together.

For many, this Christmas will not be easy.
With our armed forces deployed around the
world, thousands of service families face
Christmas without their loved ones at home.

The bereaved and the lonely will find it
especially hard. And, as we all know, the
world is going through difficult times. All
this will affect our celebration of this great
Christian festival.

Finding hope in adversity is one of the
themes of Christmas. Jesus was born into a
world full of fear.

Continued overleaf
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WHAT’S ON @ ST. PAUL’S?

Wednesday Holy Communion 10.15 am in church
Prayer Meeting 8 pm in church
Sunday 8th All Age Worship with Holy Communion 10 am
January Congregational Meeting 4 pm with tea and cakes in church re new floor and heating

Friday 13th Jan

Soaking in the Presence of God in church 7.30 pm

Wed 18th Jan

Joint Prayer Meeting and PCC 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre

Friday 20th Jan EDGE:
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Friday 20th Jan

Enter His Gates with Praise 7.30 pm in church

Home Groups

Home Groups meet mid-week. See Peter for more information.

Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith, says the Queen

Continued from the front page
The angels came to frightened shepherds
with hope in their voices: 'Fear not', they
urged, 'we bring you tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.
'For unto you is born this day in the City
of David a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.'
Although we are capable of great acts of
kindness, history teaches us that we some-
times need saving from ourselves - from our
recklessness or our greed.

God sent into the world a unique person -
neither a philosopher nor a general, impor-
tant though they are, but a Saviour, with the
power to forgive.

Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Chris-
tian faith. It can heal broken families, it can
restore friendships and it can reconcile di-
vided communities. It is in forgiveness that
we feel the power of God's love.

In the last verse of this beautiful carol, O
Little Town Of Bethlehem, there's a prayer:

O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us we pray.
Cast out our sin
And enter in.
Be born in us today.
It is my prayer that on this Christmas day

we might all find room in our lives for the
message of the angels and for the love of
God through Christ our Lord.

I wish you all a very happy Christmas."

Turin Shroud ‘'was created by flash of supernatural light': It couldn't
be a medieval forgery, say scientists, Daily Mail 21/12.11

The image on the Turin Shroud could not be
the work of medieval forgers but was instead
caused by a superng
cording to scientists.

Italian researchers have found evidence that
casts doubt on claims that the relic i said to
be the burial cloth of Jesus T is a
fake and they suggest that it could,
after all, be authentic.

Sceptics have long argued that the
shroud, a rectangular sheet measur-
ing about 14ft by 3ft, is a forgery
dating to medieval times.
Scientists fromf
Agency for New Technologies, En-
ergy and Sustainable Economic De-
velopment spent years trying to rep-
l'icate the shrol:
They have concluded only some-
thing akin to ultraviolet lasers T far
beyond the capability of medieval forgers 1
could have created them.

This has led to fresh suggestions that the
imprint was indeed created by a huge burst of]
energy accompanying the Resurrection of
Christ.

060The results show 4
UV directional radiation can colour a linen
cloth so as to reproduce many of the peculiar
characteristics of the body image on the

Shroud of Turin, 6 t

The image of the bearded man on the shroud
musaltbérasbref hhvg
form of electromagnetic energy (such as a
flash of Iight at s

port concludes. But it stops short of offering

a non-scientific explanation.
Professor Paolo Di Lazzaro, who led the

study, said: O0When
light being able to colour a piece of linen in
the same way as the shroud, discussion inevi-
tably touches on things such as miracles.
6But as scientists,
with henfiablle scenmifit procassts EWe Bope
our results can open up a philosophical and
theol ogical debate.
For centuries, people have argued about the
huthent®ity of ehdrshrduds whieh isskeptiinch .

climate-controlled case in Turin cathedral.
One of the most controversial relics in the

Ghbisdian woald; it beass theefaint ithaye ofé s 0

man whose body appears to have nail
tvamrrdstto they arigteahddeet.g t h ) 6 ,
Some believe it to be a physical link to Jesus
of Nazareth. For others, however, it
is nothing more than an elaborate

In 1988, radiocarbon tests on sam-
i ples of the shroud at the University
, of Oxford, the University of
Arizona, and the Swiss Federal In-
| stitute of Technology dated the
cloth to the Middle Ages, between
™ 1260 and 1390.

‘: Those tests have been disputed on
s the basis that they were contami-
Gl /. nated by fibres from cloth used to
repair the shroud when it was dam-
aged by fire in the Middle Ages.
More recently, further doubt was cast on its

t

autheaticity avenkissaeli aréhaedlopists an- f |

covered the first known burial shroud in Je-
rusalem from the time of the Crucifixion.

Its weave and design are completely different
from ehe Twrén Sheoudctleynsgide r n e d
Bhe Jerssdlem ehfoud has a simple two-way
weave T but the twill weave used on the Tu-
fin Shroud was introduced more than 1,000
years after Christ lived.
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