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Today’s Bible study: the four kingdoms of Daniel chapter 7 

The meeting of St. Paulôs congre-
gation last Sunday was very warm 
and positive about the plans of the 
PCC for our new floor and heating 
system.  Following that successful 
meeting, the PCC on Wednesday 
evening made the following pro-
posals that were unanimously 
agreed: 
 

1. The Floor: replacement of the 
complete floor in white American 
Oak wood (subject to: floor level 
as existing, removal of existing 
floor and substructure as neces-
sary, repair or replacement of 
joists and wall plates as required, 
timber treatment, damp proofing, 
ventilation and insulation meas-

ures as required, installation of 
power supply, audio and video ca-
bling and sockets as required) 

2. The Heating: Installation of gas 
boiler and radiator heating system 
(subject to: provision of gas supply 
to the building , provision of nec-
essary timer, control and electrical 
systems, retention of existing 
overhead electric heaters) 

3. Lighting: Installation of an 
emergency lighting system 

4. Walls: removal of wood side 
panelling at all levels and making 
good with plaster including making 
good other poor areas of plaster-
work with any internal/external 
measures required to alleviate in-
gress of damp, further investiga-
tion of the south wall cracks with 
recommendations to follow 

5. Re-ordering: removal of the ex-
isting free standing pews, removal 
of the font and replacement of a 
portable font, the retention of the 
pulpit 

6. All the above items subject to: 
The PCC and congregation to col-
lectively and prayerfully seek 
Godôs will in all matters referred to 
above, faculty, planning and other 

application and approvals as re-
quired, appointment of our archi-
tect John Quinlan to draw up re-
placement floor plans and other 
specifications as required and to 
project manage the works as we 
may require, approval by the PCC 
of all contracts, quotations and 
tenders, availability of appropriate 
funding 
This may seem like a massive set 
of proposals agreed at just one 
meeting of the PCC but, of course, 
this has emerged after consider-
able prayer, thought and planning, 
together with our architect, over a 
long period of time.   These pro-
posals with detailed plans and 
specifications will be presented to 
the Diocese of Portsmouth for 
their agreement and the diocesan 
solicitor can then grant a faculty 
which is a legal authorization to 
proceed with the work.   
It may be important to reiterate 
that the floor that we now have 
was wrongly laid and as a conse-
quence is sealing in damp that in 
time will damage the sub struc-
ture.  
Continued overleaf                         

Proposals from the PCC for a new floor and new heating            

system unanimously agreed  

The Collect:                     
Almighty God, 

whose Son revealed in signs and 

miracles the wonder of your saving 

presence: renew your people with 

your heavenly grace, and in all our 

weakness sustain us by your mighty 

power; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.                  



WHAT’S ON @ ST. PAUL’S? 

Monday St. Paulôs leading worship at Polars 11 am 

Wednes-

day 

Holy Communion 10.15 am in church 

Prayer Meeting 8 pm in church 

Thursday Worship Team Practice in church 7 pm  

Friday  Enter His Gates with Praise 7.30 pm in church 

Home 

Groups 

Home Groups meet mid-week. See Peter for info 

PCC unanimously agreed  

You've Got the Time 
Fit the Bible into your busy lifestyle 

A free download of the New Testament from the Bible Society using 

iTunes.  Itôs a new CEV version of the New Testament recorded by the 

Riding Lights Theatre Company.  Itôs brilliant! If you donôt have iTunes 

on your computer itôs easy to download from the Bible Society website too.  

Just go to: www.biblesociety.org.uk/ygtt 

Continued from front page                  
The floor must therefore be re-
placed. We only paid the contrac-
tors a nominal amount because of 
the error. 
 
The data from the building ques-
tionnaire issued at the congrega-
tional meeting and taken into ac-
count by the PCC is as follows: 
 

1. Existing oak pews: 23.5% wish 
to retain these pews if space al-
lows,  53% wish to remove them, 
23.5% have no preference 

2. The font: 17% wish the font to 
remain in its present position, 16% 
wish the font to remain but the 
PCC to consider the possibility of 
centralising it near its existing posi-
tion, 12% have no preference, 
55% would like the PCC to con-
sider its removal and replace it 
with a suitable movable one 

3. The pulpit: 42% are in favour of 
the pulpitôs removal, 41%  are not 

in favour of the pulpits removal 
and would like it to stay in its pre-
sent position, 17% have no prefer-
ence 

 
Taking a collection 
during worship 
In addition to proposals concerning 
the building, the PCC also made a 
decision to restore the collection 
during our worship.  The PCC con-
siders that our giving is an act of 
worship and has therefore tradi-
tionally been part of the worship of 
the church.  We do have quite a lot 
people milling around and often 
the collection plate is not even visi-
ble.     

 
A new name for the 
parish centre? 
The Parish Centre Committee and 
the PCC would like to have a new 

name for our parish centre.  I think 
that we may be entering a time 
when the population of our country 
will be wanting to reconnect with 
the traditional faith of this country 
especially now when we are wit-
nessing the social chaos that 
comes with the marginalisation of 
Christianity in Europe.  Itôs my 
opinion that we should not be 
ashamed or adverse to use the 
word ñChristianò. I think therefore 
that maybe our parish centre 
should have a new name with the 
word ñChristianò in it.  But Iôm open 
to other suggestions.  The Parish 
Centre Committee and the PCC 
ask you for your suggestions.  
Please place your suggestion for a 
new name for the parish centre in 
the shoe box at the back of 
church.  
Peter    
 
 
 

Pray for the C of E: Average attendance at Sunday services 

dropped to 923,700 during 2010, having stood at 944,000 in 2009, and 960,000 in 

2008. Average attendance each week (taking into account services not on a Sunday) 

dropped slightly to 1.116 million from 1.131 million in 2009, and 1.145 million in 

2008. Average monthly attendance also dropped marginally in 2010 to 1.645 mil-

lion, from 1.65 million in 2009.  


