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EARTHQUAKE MILNE.
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00ld soientist. He wes a man abounding with energy

-

FARTHQUAKE MIINE SND THE ISLE OF ¥IGHT

"Earthauake Milne" was the nlckname given
to Professon John ‘Milne, the father of seismoldgy,
who, afier his return from Japan in 1895, lived and
worked for meny years.at Shide Hill House on the
outgkirts of Newport. The ohWgervatory he sstablished
there beaame The world centre for e exthquake soience, g
To it came every record of an earthguake, many
selsmologisté of note, others interested in the
earth's crusi and distinguished men from all wal?s
of Tifes .

‘
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-, - Buk Professox Hilne was more than just o

and his enthisiasm for his beloved earthquakes was
matiched by his many other interests. - He was an
explorer, & reen natwralist and both a firat,olass h.
geologist andmining engineex, Other interests . g
ineluded golf, music, literature and photography. - &
Besides teXkibooks and many papers on seismology he ;
wrote a numter of soience-based fiction storles a8
well ag e bpst-selling humorous travel book. !

*
-
%

. Ttla is & short ascount of the work he did
ot Shide ehé, we hope, dlsclosea somethmnb of the
fascmnatzng peraonallty of a great Victoxian ploneer.
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EF - Some of the residents. of the then small hemlet

" of Bhide thought it a very strange group indeed vho on

. the 30th July, 1895, moved into regidencve at the inposing

» and somewhai isolated Shide Hill House. For to this

\ place had come John Milne, . the "Father of . Seismology",
his tiny Japanese wife, and his Japanese assigtant,

. Hirola. Few people on the Island knew much aboub

%he investigations Milne had made inbo the phenomena of
earthquékes during the previous twenty years at the
Imperisl College of Engineering in Tokio, where he had
jeen the Professor of Geology and Mining.
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’ Stories of strange happenings at the house

degan almost at once.  The locals noticed that visitors,

many of vhom were foreigners, would dismount from the

train at Shide Halt and hurry to the house, stay for a

;while and then depart, deep in thought, They soon
learned that letters addressed to the house had begun to
arrive from all over the world, - Rumours spread quickly
“and it was some Pime before the ressons for establishing L
. the world's foremost earthquake observatory on the slopes
of the chalk-down between St, George's Lane and Blackwater
. Road became known, and even then they were understood by.
»- : relatively few, = So it is not surprising that the well-

" known local ghost, "Spring-Heeled Jack" soon made his ' Y
egppearance in the vieinity! - Materialising out of a . -
beam of light, it was alleged he jumped over hedges and
Tran acrosg fields, particularly when it wad a very derk
-and misty night. Many a smell group, after being
yuitably fortified at the “Barley Mow", end keeping
jogether to give itself courage, would erm with sticks
and go out into the nighi to search for the ghost, T
unuelly keeping well clear of the suspicious ohgervatory
on ‘the hill where the Professor experimented, Some
peop.e said it was obvious that "them furriners" were up
%o ne good and someone ought to do something about it -
mneanirg someone else, of course, - while the lights

} ) needed for producing the photographic records of the
: Selsmogiraphs, which were seen burning every night through
the surrounding trees, d4id nothing fo0 reassure them.

. ; . - (2)
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Yet even if at first a certain amount of distrust
did greet the new arrivals, Professor Milne's wit, and
sincere friendliness, together with the delicate charm of |
Tone, his wife, and the courtesy of "Snowy" Hiroia, his

- ageigtent, gradually captured .the love, and Tesdpeot of all

‘with whom they came in contact.

Before leaving Japan the Professor had invernted
the successful horizontal pendulum seismograph which bears
hig. name. This had been a major step forward in the
science of seismology, for with this ingtrument he wes
able to.detect ecarthquekes wherever they occurred on the
globe. However, fo do ‘this it was necessary for i% to be
placed on a base firmly anchored to the underlying rock.
The extensive chalk layer which surfeoss at Poan Down .
provided & suitable site, hence the choice of Shide for
his observatory. Work at the house began at cnce, . The
day after -they arrived he had s pit exocavated in = dry
stable, and some three and a helf feet below the f£loor the
upper surface of the chalk wes located. On this o concrete
bed was laid, a brick column built, and by the middle of
Migust; only three weeks after taking up residence, all
vas ready for an instrument Yo be installed oh the top of
the column, and measurements cowld begin. - But ii wes not
until later that, with finencial help from hisg Briiish
Asgociation friends, particularly Matthew Grey, en
-obgervatory and laboratory wing was built on the soith
gide of the houss. In 1911, ¥rs.Lou Henyy Hoover, an
Aperidan seismologist, who had visited Shide, wrote 'n
the” "Bulletin of the American Seismological Society™ :-

 "...Two seismogPaphs ‘that are in active
service at Shide are installed in & little building of
their own, with a wonderful old dcor, far out in the garden
wvhere there is no chance of their being digturbed. Thre
experimental laboratory is separeted from the house, buj
is approached from his study by e sheltered veranda. All
ig methodical within and as spotless as though a speok dg
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*  gchalk from the overhanging down might disturb one of these
-glass-encased horizontel pendulums. - Phe writing table

stends in the center; by the door is a great black globe,

with the earth!s surface scantily outlined in white, all

the stations having Milne seismographs marked, and cryptic
haracters scotiered over it;  rear By are shelves Fll = »
of files of stotion registers, all neatly jackeied; .
windows face north and sruth with shelves of books between
them, and the walls ary wag with prints of unnaual
geismograms and earthgu-ic piotures...0ff in one corner
stends o relic of early days, one of the seismographs made

&t Shide., The pillar going down into the chalk is

larger than used now) the aist is a lamp-post of the.day;

brought up from Newport fown; the six~foot booms are
aade of bicycle tubing - a north-south and an east-weat
one. But the indicators are the modérn grass-straw ones,
grown in the pasture one sees from the south windows; *
and they register on a roll of smoked paper." (this

?eiamqgraph1qu eventually presented to the Science
laseun, South Kensington, by Miss ¢, Morey).

. . M1 other seilsmographs record photographically...
by the vway, over six thousand seismograms eve filed away
in this one room. On the other side.of the xoom is a ~
later instrument, with a mast buf a.couple of feet high,
and a corréspondingly short boom, 4 push of one's thumb
againat the stone pedestal on which it stands causés the
indicator to swing to the full emplitude of its case....
It is a guaint conceit that to the utter auiet of this

retty, tree-encircled old house, with its grassy stone-
;tepped terraces leading down btowards the little valley,
with the great peaceful downs rising at its back, should

‘come the earthquakes of therworld o be classified and

studied, . But- come they do and a vest amount of work
they ‘moke for Professor .Milne and his clever Jepanese

dassistant, Mr. Hirote.  There are about sixty stetions
whose reports come, some monthly, some twice yearly, and
some when & chance boat may-bring them.!
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In Pokio Milne had been a member of the
Tniversity. .He had not only dits co-operation but also
that of the Japanese Minigtry of Public Works, oand so he
#as able to obtain the instruments and dssistance neesded.
On his return. t0 Englend, however, he was very much on his
own, heving 'to finance the greeter part of the work hime -
gelf.. The only official position he held in this country
was that of Honorary Secretary to the British Association's
Seismological Committee, . Indeed, the co—operatlon of

- gome CGovernment Departmehts was vlrtually non-existent.

The attitude of the General Post Office was a case in point.
Years before in Japan he and others had establighed thait
eccurate knowledge of the time the shock waves arrived from
an ecarthqueke was vital to their investigations, and the
Japanege Government hdd gbne out of,its way to make sure
that obsexvihg stations s1multaneously recelived time
slgnals,by telegraph, He 4id not heve the same
co-operation here; £ o, ¥ :

Mr.W.H,Bullock, & Newport builder, a fine amateur
photographer and a close friend of the Frofessor, used to
relate the followlng story:

John epplied to the local Pogh Office in'
Newport for permission to see the electric

- gignal drop thera so that he might have
the true Hime to a second. ~For gome-
reason oOr other this was refused and in
Milne's own words, 'Af¥er the signal

" arrived I sould hear the girl upstairs
glowly walk across the room end -shout’

down ‘the tube, "It's eleven o'clock, 31r." -
many seconds 1atel !

+

This .lack of-eo~bperation irritated him

_ considerably but he refused to be beaten by petty

officialdom, . Mrs.Hoover desoribed one method by which
he obtazined accurate time. for the laboratory:-

(5)
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"High up on the south wall is a queer vertical
iit in the thick wall, looking like an archer's window
gn an old castle. A question reveals a mark slanbing

" doross the floor and ascending the oppesite wall. At -

.
]

noon the line of sunshine coincides with this merk and
ivom it Professor Milne gets Creenwich time within one
second. " This method was not always successful, of
sourse, especially on dull days, but it shows the length
%o whish he was prepared to go To obtaﬂn the accuracy he
felt he needed.

Early in 1900 the. Biffel Tower sharted trans-
nitting time signals so Mr.J.J.Shaw, the man who in later
years was to modify Milne's horizontal pendulum t0 produce
;he sudcessful Milne - Shaw seismograph, made a crystal
st receiver end helped erect & cumberscme aerial between
gvo olm trees in the garden of Shide Eill Héuae. This
aust have been one of the earliest uwses of radio in the

, tsland. Agcurate laboratory time wes assured at last.

Shide was the first earthquake observatory in
Great Britain and the main tasks thers were the routine
operation and maintenance of the seismegraphs and the -
7ital task of collection. and analysis ol the records thai
rame from other observatories in many pérts of the world.
Hlne's early training in geology, both &t King's College
end the Royal School of Mines, london, aad fitted him
alequately for. this task and, typieal of & Victorien
grientist, everything was meticulously setalogued and a
regular "Shide Circulax" produced conteiring o breakdown
of the information received. Dozens of yeismological
statlons gontributed material for his use, &s well ag
sendlng him & continuel stream of guestions exd requests i
for advice, During his long career he compliled neny
earthquake catalogues most of which were publiched in the
"Pransactions of the Seismological Society of Jupan'..
The last of these memmoth lists was entitled "A Catalogue
of Destructive EBarthquakes' and issued by the British

©
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. Assoclaﬁlbn at their Portsmouth meet1ng in 1911, 1iilne

gaw the value of deteiled records for later use by others
and contrlbuted nuch in thls fleld.

How he found time to write the hundreds of
thousends of words for his numerous reports will never -he
knovn. Hany of his papérs run Ho0 well over = hundred
veges of print and, while in Japen, he wrote over two-
thirds of the twenty volumes of the- "Pransactions of the
Seismological Societyh. Once settléd in at -Shide he
revised his earlier texthook "Earthquakes ané other Earth
Hovements" and finished his. major work, "Selsmology".

Both of these books, together with those he had written

 earlier, "Crystallography” and "The Miner's Handbook"

were standerd texts for a number of years. Just before’

" his death he appears to have started yet another treatise -

on selsﬂology and from the fragmonts of the menusoript
which survive it wes to have hed meny & light-hearted
passage insexted.

Hig humour togéther with his ablllty to 1nterest
the expert and 1a3man elike, made his lectures an
experience not to bé miassed. Hever able to resist an
appeal %o talk on one of the subjects he loved he

generously gave up much of his valuable ‘time to lecturlng
after his return $o this country, often travelling long

- distarices to do so, HMany of his magic-lantern slides
cooebill exist and it is clear thet he talked not only on -

seismology. but about his travels, gzeology and natural
history, and there are meny of the mnow fading pictures

_whlch show his deoP 1nterest in Japan and itg people,

Ll

He would always find time t0 talk ebout hig work

to anyone. A~ number of people, schoolboys at that tlme,-

now remefiber how, ‘when they met ¥ilne, he patiently told .
them what he was, trying to measure. He would explain -

S
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his experimeniz on miero-~seismic activity, how the ground
experienced & diurnal movement, or how houses on the
gides of the Medina valley bowed to each other every day
just as they did on each side of the English Channel.

The explanations were given in simple, precise language,
often with an appropriate analogy to ensure he was
wnderstood by them. One of our Islend residents,
recently 1nterviewed, remarked: -

"I can remember it as if it were yesterday and
it-was all of sixty years ago. I still have in my mind
the squat figure of the old. gentledman standzng up there
on tHe golf course behind his home, with that broad-
brinmed hat of his, and his slight stoop, pointing out
the houses on the other. side of the valley, and making
us laugh at the jokes he mede a3 he explained their
movement. e always spoke with a quiet Lencastrian
.gecent which fascinated us lads, as did his nicotine-
sbained, bushy moustache with & gap burned in it by .
numerous cigarettes,"

His enthusiasm for earthquakes was contagious
end meny a men took up the subject seriously, either as
an amateur or professional semsmologlst, affer being
influenced by him, Lt Shide he soon gathered a team
of enthusiasts about him, Mr. Bullock, for instence,
was encouraged by Milne to build and operate his own
seismograph and contribute te the international records.
A British Asgsociation Report in 1915 states:-

"In recent bulletins it will be noticed thet
besides the Shide station, one at Newport is quoted.
Mhis is the station of Mr.W.H. Bulloeck, & builder, who did
much work for Milne. Becoming keenly interested in
seismology on his own account, he has devised an
ingtrunent of his own, with Hilne suspension, smoked drum
and high magnifioation,...Mr,Bullock is experimenting

is proposed to order an instrument from him for use at
Shlde.l.lll|I i
(e)
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. with electromegnetic damping, and if he is succemsful, it




Two othor of Milne's friends, M¥r.J.H.Burgess, a
local printer and a frequent golfing partner, and
Mr,.3.W.Pring, who trenslated the Russien and other foreign
1gnguage communications for him, became so interested that,
with the help of Mr. Pring's daughter, now Ledy Meybury,
and others, they were able fo run the observatory under
_$he guidance of Professor H.H.Turner, of Oxiord University,
"for some six years after John Milne'!s death.

e, F.H. (Tohuny) Walker, o beacher at the old Newport
Scoondary School in Upper St. James' Street, an
intellectuel, wag drawn into this group around Milne %o
pelp with mathematics and- other problems as they arose
= in the day to day running of the observatory.

Because of Milne's interest in the work end’
ideas of others, and the encouragement he gave to all,
miagh time wasg spent in evaluating insgtruments that
were brought to him for consideration and esdvice. A4t the
game time he was continually experimenting b0 improve his
own seismographs and to gimplify the oomplicated
procedures for anaelysing the high number of selsmograms
which now errived at Shide almost deily. Seismology
was his life end he was always happy to have other
gseismologists around him discussing their own theories,
techniques, aims or problems,

YWnhile in Japan he had established seismic
obsexrvations at a national level., At this stage of his
.career he knew that further progress could be nede only
if there was full internationsl co-operstion. Through
the British Association, and with the help of the then
Colonial Office, many stotions hed been set up throughout
the British Empire, all reporting results of their
obgervations to him, but much more was needed to be done,
Other countries were becoming interested, especially. after
the disastrous earthquake a2t San Francisco in.1906 and .
Milne pressed herd for a concerted effoxt.
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. Unforturately, when the international
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rightful place at the conferences.

.
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: for building in earthquake countries which he had helped .
$o establish while in Jepan conbinued to interegt him
despite his heavy commitments at Shide. _His expert

. knowledge in this field was often sought, particularly

‘ .efter the San Francisco earthqueke, and many of the

organisation was finally esteblished, owing to lack of
financial support from the British Government he was not
at first able to pilay his full part, although meny of
the world's seismologists looked on Shide as the premier
| observatory and to Milne as their leader, Eventually,
S however, the difficultles were solved and he assumed his

| ™ J Phe rules, regulations and codes of  practice -

' } buildings re-erected in that pity“owed their improved

gafety fo the advice he gave.

S

. Not ell of his work was carried out in his

Yaboratory: certain experiments were conducted elsewhare,

| In the early deys_he found thet he needed o site a

- second seismograph a few miles away to help resolve the

o effects of local conditions which caused wnexpected

. Yaristions in his Shide readings. With the permission
of Princess Beatrice, then the Governor of the Islond,

he installed en instrument at Carisbrooke Castle. This

wes one of the horizontal iype made by Hessrs AW, ¥unro

and Company of London, an engineering firm still in

existence. I4 was placed in a shed cloge to the wall .
’ by the bowling green. This meent o walk of several

miles aither Tor him or !'Snowy! HOirota, &t least iwice:
o week 'to change the seismogram and sometimes twice a

day to theck the instrument. It had to be done in all

&1 had been loid down for His Majesty's pleasurs.

: wecthera, often in the dark, =~ Milne once remerked that

ot he never found eny -of his other out-stations gquite so )
$i gpooky as Carisbrooke - perhaps the ghost of King Charles 1
“?; . @id not approve the idez for, after all, the howling green

T T —
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. Another series of local experiments worth
mentioning wes undertaken at Ryde. The -increased load
on the sea-bed caused by the high tide produces e tilting

' of the lend end it was this he tried fo measure. The

place he chose for this was the Royal Vietoria Yacht Club,.
now the Prince Consort. The seismograph was placed on
en upright drain-pipe firmly embedded in the.ground.
Although he observed that 4ilting d4id toke place it wasg
not as great as he had expected and he decided that +this
wes because at thet point the water table in the langd
immediately behind also built up as the tide rose.

Colonel ¥,J.2,Mew tells an amusing story about these
sxperinents:- ; _

"When the selsmograph had been set up", he
recalls, Milne viaited it often but nothing ever.seemed
%0 hapyen. Then, one day, the Professor wasg excited
but puzzied to f£ind a series of enormous swings on the
trace for which he could not account.” A week later and
2t the same time of the day they appeared again.  Milne
eventually deduced that the records were made when the

" butier end the housekeeper were both off duby together!!

Milne's enormous literary output has already .
been mentioned; how he found time to meke all these ,
investlgatlons, play golf and leed a vexy actlve social
life, as well as #ravelling around 'the Britigh Isles and
abroad is remerkeble, It can be betfter undersitocod when
it ia appreciated that throughout the whole .of hig life he
abounded with energy, . Vhen others called a halt he
could ‘always continue cheerfully and was seemingly tizeless.
Ag o schoolboy this drive had taken him Ho France, to
Ireland znd along the South Coast by canoe accompanied
only by his dog. Later, while still a youth and without,
prior perental knowledge, he had travelled to.Iceland.
Modern youngsters also have the opportun1ﬁy to go abroad,-
for today it is easy. In Milne's time it was much more
difficult. To travel far, alone or with a-single
companion, marked an advenburous spirit not often
encounteread.

(11)
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The same character trait made him underuake a
geologiceél survey in Diabrador and Newfoundland in his
early twenties. The desire to explére outlandish
places of the earth made him an ideal choice as the
geologlsu and traovelling companion for the religious
éxplorer Dr. Charles-Beke vhen the latter went -fo drabia
in search of what he considered to be the true site of
ount Sinei, the plaoe wvhere Moses received the Ten = - ;
Jommendments, ~ Soon afterwards Milne accepted the offex
Jf a professorshlp at the Imperial College, Tokio. ﬂlways
3 vietim of severe seasickness, he ‘decided to fravel
sverland through Russis, Siberia, Mongolia and China, o
Jepans an extremely dangerous journey involving greet

-

» herdship and, on ococasions, near-starvation. Such o
"journey before the building of the Tréns-Siberien railwey
"was_ considered inpossible by many, bdub eight months and

more than four thousand miles later he arrived at -
Shenghai, tired but in good health and splrlﬁs.- It was
an eplc feat. ’

From the stories John used to tell his friends
at Shide, it is clear that from early childhood he had
developed an 1nqulslt1ve nature, and it was this facet
of his 'character that drove him to investigate every
aspect of se1smlc‘phenomena after his -curiosity hod been

;. arousad by the earthqueke which greeted him on his first

night in Japan. - It was never satisfied. ‘Brexry

.unusual mark on his selsmograms ‘had to be -explained. - At
shis observatory he could ‘disgtinguish “the trace recorded

by the traing as they arrived and lefi the station

1earhy, thé explosions in the chalk quarry close to his
1ouae, and the grdvel carts as they Tumbled down the .o
1112 past his froni doox. ‘He claimed that from his :

1
!
% ingtrunents he could tell how long these carts were
: Jtatiodery et the !'Barley Mow! while the drivers -
J ‘refreghed themselves within! ' .
A !
b !
£
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Frofeasor Milne was always délightad to see -
visitors, In hex article lirs, Hoover wrote:-

"From the leaves of his visitors' book, furuned
over during his few minutes absencé, one cannot bui be
interested in the dozeng of names in the past few weeks,
which appear but an avercge sample, .From all parts of .
England these pilgrin gquestioners come; from Scotland and
Ireland; a2ll the great wniversities are represented -
Bdinburgh and Glasgow, Cambridge and Oxford, Sheffield
University, University College of Dondon, and Bristol B
University, Corfu in Greece, Bermuda, Milan, Japan, Paris,
Pennsylvanie and Greenwich Obaervatory; jostling one
another ere the names from all peges of one's geography, -
come to do homege to o men who is interested in 2ll of ,
-bhem“ ] > .

Royelty were frequent visitors, among them
L.R.H. Edward, Prince of Wales, while a cadet 2t Osborne.
Prince Galitzen was another who was always welcone. Ag a
Temous seismblogist himgelf he was most interested in the
work’ that Milne was doing et Shide; especially in the ,
development of seilsmogrephs. The Prince had a very
well equipped observatory in Russic and invented a-useful
electromagnetic seismograph, and many were the good-
humoured arguments about their respective instruments
thot took place between the two friends.

_ . hnother distingulshed visitor was the brother-
in-law of the Emper@r of Japen, Beron Y. Kujo. On one
Occasion, instead of signing the visitors! book, he
scratched his name on 2 pane of glass in one of the
vindows of the drawing room. TUnfoxtunately it seems . -
that this piece of glass has now been broken or lost,

. Mps. Milne's connection with Japanese high society ond

the Imperial court ensured a sieady flow of visitonrs fronm

- thot oouqtry, nany of whon were students studying in

Britain; all were accorded the generous hospitality

for which the house had become known.

+

(13) T

i

L T A




o LY A S PSR - LY LY

o ; 1 )
.i' 3 [

Before his ill-fated Antarctic Expedition,
Geptein Robsrt F, Scolt spent some time with the
‘Professor and his wife, 8411l in existence is & coDY
of a pholograph they had taken with him on the veranda
+  pf Shide Hill House. Besides playing golf with Milne
* ond generally relaxing before his voyage, Captain Scott
carned about horizombal beem.seismographs, one of which
qe took with him to the Anterctic.
.

!
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% * 3
-+ A good legturer himself, he was an equally
food listener so John MMilne had a particular interest
in the University Extension Lectures given on the

4sland. He was always plecsed %o entertain the
Iisitipg speaker with whom the subject of the lecturs
fas often continued around the fire long into the night.

-
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The only visitors who were not really welcome
iwere cerbain members of the netional press corps Who
iirtually camped on his door gstep after news of any

arge earthquake had beon received hoping for

ensational copy. - Often they would arrive to find that
s had deliberately Ygone to the woods", his term for a )
wound or two of golf on one of the Island courses, In
this wey he hoped to escape their atbentions but was
soldom successful for long and eventudlly he would relent
and give them an intexrview.

O, e i

!

» ™ . All visitors viere charmed by Mrs. Milne. Tone,

P ‘was the Englishman's stereotyped idea of a Japanese ladys .
i " pmall, almond-eyed, graceful, She was the daughber of |
T ‘the Abbot of Hakeadote and had married John while he wes

i in Japan., Lady Maybury rsmehbers some of her socdiol
I {1 visits to Shide Hill Houset-
PN -
R % - -
IR "Mrg, Milne was & tiny lady, dressed in
O Furopean costume, usually black, who presided over the
;%' ) tea parties with gaiety and charm, chottering 2ll the
i
- # (14)
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time in almost unintelligible English, and laughing at
jokes which unfortunately we could not undersfend, but
gausing much hilarity. We would pool our impressions
afterwards, and.try to form an idea of wha} she had
intended to convey. She was very fond of enlarging upon
gymptoms of the Professor's illnesses, to his great
emparrassment, and on one occasion she was describing an
attack of bronchitis when she said 'Cough, cough, like an
oyster coming' and the Professor walked out of the room.
Ee treated her with smused indulgence as one-would a
favourite child. She must have been aliogether-
delightful in her prime. He spoke English when guests .
vere present, bubt I think he must have spoken Japanese ab
other—times becaugse her English was so execrables She
was often ailing, and after the Professorls death was &
pathetic 1little woman, very lonely, depending upon the
ministrations of Jodo Hoxrikewe, her nephew, who was a

Bhuddist priest".

Yo underatood that Mfs. Milne belonged to
the Royal Femily, and .-she had some wonderful sashes (obi)

.which, she told me denoted wank, and would have %o, be

returnad to ihe Palace on her death....On one occasion
gshe dressed in Japenese fashion for our pleasure,"

Milne loved to talk of. his own travels and

heer about those of others, There were few paris of the
world he had not seen: the list reads like an index to an
‘atlas,. To mention a few - besides extensive travel in

the British Isles, he had been to France, Germany, Sweden,.

Italy, Egypt, Arabia, Labrador, Newfoundland, Lceland,
Rusgia, Siberia; Mongolia end China. While in Japen he
vigited. the Kuriles, Kemchetke, Korea, Australia,

¥ew Zealond, Tasmenie and Manille, as well as many paris
of the Americas. Affer tis return to this country he
went to conferences in South Africa and EBurope; and all
these journeys book place before the days of fast travel.

(15)
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-As often as possible he'went overlond and the variety of
trensport he wes forced to use at times is amusing o we
4 * who live in a more gophisticated age of travel. Horse,

% n | camels and donkeys of all shapes and sizes were pressed

' ﬁ' \into service, sleighs.at times were employed and on

l o .,occasion a tarantass, Often uncomfortable trelks were
|

i

wmede for deys on end and when bored or saddle~sore he
ovld walke = He detested sea-travel because of ghronic

E
4
; ) feapickness and when it wag inevitable would retire
% i fiserably %o his bunk.

Javms of the house' with his wife ang guests, his chief
" lecreation and outside interest was golf at which he wes
* - . more enthusiastic than successful. He enjoyed the
geane and nowhere more than after his move +o the Island,
& short walk up the hill Ffrom his house brought him 4o -
ithe first tee of the Newport coursa, Occasionally, a
Jhorge and carriage would .be ordered o take him and one
- ;or other of his golfing partners to another favourite
“voursge at. Chale, Mr.4,Plucknett, now of Newport,
"« 3ecalls how Mr.Fred Hew, author of that interesting book
. ~ 'Back of the Wight" and then in charge of the .-Chale
- - Anks, would send for him to cerry the Professor!s clubg

" for which he was alweys rewsrded with s silver sixpence ~
¢ -in those days.e most generous tip!

) o S : :
E I ] Albthough He would somatimes play eroquet on the
|

TR T T s

" In June, 191%, & ney publication entitled

_ "Fore! the Isle of Wight Golfers! Magazine" appeared.

- y for the first 4ime. Edited by Mr.J.Howard Burgess, ,
! the Wewport printer mentioned earlier, and Mr,C,¥,Brannon,
; of the "Igle of Wight Counmy_Pressﬂ,,it‘fulfilled,a long~
i Telt need of the loecal golfing fraternity. In the first

: issue en article, entitled "Igle of Wight Golfera™, gave .
| } € short bul reasonably accurate biography of Milne written
| 'i © by M F M Walker, and illustrated with a good photograph
|4 f * ¢f the Professor by Mr B A, Kine, The author writes of
8
i3 p
| (i8)
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the prowess of Milne's beloved fox-terrier as a four-
footed ca daie, & story which many of our Island oldex
residents have confirmed:~

"Billy was no ordinary dog; hig power of
rotrieving lost golf balls from the hidden rcoesses of
jmpossible hedgerows and furze bushes was litdle short
of marvellous. On his untlmely decease in 1904 his
magter contributed to MGolf ‘Illustrated" 2 page of
obituary matter, which included a clever little poem on
the same topioc by Dr.- Cunnlngham Brown, another well—known
member of the club,

"I teke the 11berty of quotang two verses from
the poem:-

'Bﬁt 0, most excellent coddie ever bornm,

~ Endowed with smell so wondrous keen _
That ne'er a ball was lost, we stand forlorn
And miss thee most upon the green,

Groping, where once thy black unerring snout

Revealed what's hid from purblind men.
Nay! often with four balls jou'!ve led .us out’
And geily brought us back with tem! %

Milne;, who for -4ix or seven yeoars was captain of
the Wewport Golf Club, and on his retirement from that
post was made Vice—President, was seen repulariy’on the

i-course and was always accompanleL by Billy during the

little dog's lifetime, Alderman ¥, Ramage, of Ryde,
remembers how, as a young lad, he nsed to go with a friend
to Shide Hill House, collect Bllly, and then search among
the porse for los} balls, - The professox, aver a
practical men, used to coat his own golf balls with

"--oniseod or some similar. substance whioh Billy had been
troined to recognise, and seldom had. difficulty in finding -

them._ He became so adept thet he would recover others

{17)
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which did not belong o the Professor vho ‘would pay the
boys for every ball of his. they returned, ang Hrs, Milne
also rewarded them with a small glass of milk and some
biscuite for their efforst, Those that were not hig

w?re put on one side and. at +the end of the year raffleq
QOr some local charity.- _ _

-

o

; In 1905 the British Association held its annual
ﬁeeting in South Africa and Milne atitended, After the .
vent he took the opportunity of visiting & number of

‘places in that part of the world end while at Victoria

Falls he oould not resist the temptation to drive a golf
bell across the river,

This incident was noted by the
press because it was the first Hinpe it had been done,
{Infortunately, the telegraphed account wag incorrectly

Yeceived in Dondon end it read "ifilne drowned in Victoria
fails" which caunsed some distress to his family and °
ffriends.in the Island for 2 short while,

1
{ Tt hes been suggested that, beccuse thers was
"a court at Shide Hill House, Milne pleyed tennis. Thig
is unlikely, as if is known that on at least one -occagsion
12 pit was dug there for a seismograph, and at other times
! ¢ spread on it for long periods while

vtarpanling wer
test ohanges in the ground level due o

experiments to
Jrecipitation or evaporation were in pregress,

> aen

—a

Me. and Mrs.
ves Mr. Valker who nat

Milne were very fond of music as ;
urally.comments on thig in "forel"

o TR

-

: "It is not genexally known that the Professor
18 o keen musioal critic, and is somewhat of an authority
O Bastern, and more particularly, Japanese music, with T

ity weiwd querter-tone intervals, eng its gquaint Dorian-
like cadenceg, "
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- famous bandmaster of the Coldstream Guards, came io pay’

"Wot the least interesting among Profegsor
¥ilne's musicel experiences is the ocecasion upon which
he conducted the performance of a musical comedy-at Tokio.
Those mugt have been exciting times,-especially for the

orchestra, and one might feel safe in saying that there

would be no amblgulty or wncerteinty about the Professor's
down beat," ; .

L i

"In this connectmon the followzng incident ig
not without its amusing side. A few years ago another
distinguished Newportonian, Lieut.Hackenzie Rogen, the .

& visit %o Shide, ostensibly to see how earthquakes are
managed. The conversation by some odd chance turned
upon muszo, and the Professor, uwnaware of his visitor's
eminence in the musical world, ventured to regale hinm
with specimens of the sailors! "shanties™, which he had
collected in his various travels by sea. Dr.Rogan also
chenced to be an ardent admirer of the fast-decaying

 sailor-music, and promptly retazliated with other choice

ezomples; so together they kept the ball rolling, sand
i% was not wntll the vieitor rose o depart thet they
both realised it was too late fo think of inspecting
seismographs and such like.,"

Of Milne's many friends perhaps his Japansse
essigtent, Shinobu Hirota, was closest fo hin. The

- Professor had & high regard for the skill that "Snowy"

developed in maintbaining the earthquake instruments and
interpreting the seismégrans obiteined during the many
years the two lived in daily contact et Shide. He was
& dedicated men who liked to work long hours in the
observatory. Yet he had an active social life and

made many frienda in the neighbourhood. He was an
exdellent photographer and & member of the Isle of Wight
Photographic Society: 4t is known that he won at least- .
one of their gold medals. When he beceme seriously ill
sgve:al people remember how thé Professor tried to cheer

-

S
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him up by sitting on the end of his hed singing seéa-
ghanties, Iater "Snowy" returned to Japan. for -the
Lest time and the two friends parted sadly, each knowing
phat they would not meet agein, It was not long affer |
%is errivel in his own country that He died ang Milne
vas moved . to write an obituary notice for ‘inclusion in .
bhe British dssociation's annusl report, He gave Hirota
puch credit for the wouk they hed done together at Shide.-
?ﬁe possage -readsi~ e :
! . o *
f "o .Directly it was shown .that certein sub-oceanic
" disturbances had intermptea cableg, Colonies =
. Qesirous of knowing the cause of these sudden ;
isolationa from the rest of the world set up ‘ ;
seismographs.  This wag the commencement of the
ﬁssociation's'coJOQeration on seismological stations.
To bring this into being Hirota played an active
part,... In practical. seismology he made meny
innovaticns some of which rendered instruments
_ more sensitive.,.. I feel it my duty to give
; recognivion %o an assistant. pioneer."

P

Iike Hirota, Milne was keen on photography,
not only for its value in his wvork, but as an art form
in its own right, and wes President of the local socilety.
Tt was .photography which had drawn him into closexr
i ‘riendship with v, Bullock, a gifted amateur vhose
Ly skilful compositions of old Newport are still to he 3
C found and the two men learned much from one sncthexr. ;
- Onec of Milne's reports to the British Associstion ocutlined

e an easier method for processing film which illustrates I
lé ‘ hils lifelong desire to simplify elabornte procedures.
%E' ; . _ ;
| When at home Milne always tried to sttend the
} .metinga of the Newport Literary Society of which he was .
; & Y an offielal for hig interest in writing was not confined
b ) - Jo his raports on earth quake phenomena. He wrote a _
N Jong and interesting account of his trip to Iceland, and
; : . ?

o
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whlle in Japen was the author of many newspaper and 5

gaz1ne articles, some of which can bedt be desoribed
as gcience -~ based fictiom. Under a pen ‘name, "Mark
Kershaw" he wrote "Colonizl Fects and Flctlons“, a book of
humorous sketches which at the turn of the century was on
gcle on nearly every railway bookstall in. this country.
Ag the records of so many publishers were destroyed-éduring
the last war it now seems 1npossible to trace if he also
wrote under other pseudonyms. Milne read widely and his-
own works are studied with llttle gems of fagcimating .
informetion used to back-up his arguments and theories, -
Many of his more technical ‘deseriptions, particularly
those in his textbook "Seismology"; are lucid and well
writien, He had o besio need to express himself; in
print, lecture or conversatiom,  Hr,C.W.Brannon confirmed
the latter:- - Mo .

o~ . WHe waam o keen member of the I.W.County Club in

St. James! Squaré. If he entersd the main club room and
found the members immersed in newspapers he soon .stopped
them by saying that o club was'a place fox conversatlon .

.a2nd with hlm there nonewanted to go on reading.'.

Despising some of the socmal taboos of the day
Milne would talk end listen to anyone whetever their
station in life, and the Victorian custom of introduction
before communication he dismissed as stupid to the exirene.
His porticularly pleasant manner made its’ 1mpaot on every=-
one, This interest in people led the local Uniomist
perty o invite his support and it is known that he.did
address meetings in et least one election,

T

Before he returned to' this country many honours
hed béen beatowed upon him, He was elected & Fellow of
the Royal Society before his thirty-seventh birthday. The
Telford Premium was given to %im end Mr.J.McDonald of %he
Tokic Railways aftor they had invented a vibration
recorder for ugse on locomotives and rolling stock.

(21)
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NHobonly did this devics enable . the driving wheels of
" engies to. be belanced but it was able eleo to present

a viual display of the condition of the permenent wey.

Thez were many ‘ether honpurs and ewards, but perhaps
thenost distinguished was the Order of the Riging Sun
berowed upon him by the Emperor of Jepen in 1888 for
hirgpervices o the Japanese people. This order, which
ver few foreigners have ever recgived, wes the highest

the could be given o an alien end sccorded Milne with

a itled pogition in Japenese soeiety. It was & just |
' rewrd for:the twenty years .of dediorted service he .
: svatually completed in thet- country, which hed begun -

evi before the 1880 earthquake in Tokio‘whep he e
esablished the Seismqlogical Soclety of Jepan, the firgt,
ofits kind in the world, This led to a great study of-"
-ib phenomena of earthquakes; +to safer end stronger ’
! oilding construction of all kindg with the subsequent
' igsening of damage to property and loss of life: +o

} " Bdsamic Surveys of inestimeble value: 4o the eventual

: " eriablishment of a chair of ‘seismology ot the University

. ol Tokic, and finally to the Japanese government itgels ,

taking an active Anterest after the dissstrous earth-
gquake of 1891,

sl e

e
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[ . & After hig .return to Englend he received both
{ the ,Royal and the Iydell Medals from the Royal Society
¥ and Oxford University conferred an honorary degree ugon
L him, He also delivered the Bakerian Lecture to the
! Royal Society in-1906 and one year was asked t0 be the
- Helley' lecturer at Oxford. - Yet for all thése honours =
- " end awards, in his own remarkably modest way, Milne
L asked for no more than that there should be a greater
3 ! understanding of the-value of seismology to menkind.
! © * From his arrival ot Shide in 1895 for nmany .
g 1 ears life for Milne wag even more hectic. It was much -
hﬁ_} e case of g busy-man_being asked to find time to do
: '\ i en more, for his reputetion and thad of his obscrvatory

i ', ntinued to gTowv,

:L e o
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Shide was always the number one station on any
earthqueke chart produced or in any- list of seismic .
records published, and the "Shide Circular! was demanded
by an ever growing number of observetories throughout the
world. Mr.W.G,Sibbick, ex-editor of the "Isle of Wight
County Press" and for many years its well known columnigt
"Vectensis" remembers how, as a ¢éub reporter, he was sent
to the Professor for information about an earthquake for
a London daily newspaper and how charmingly he was
received by Milne and his prelty little Japanese wife.

Then, on the 3ls% July, 1913, aged only 63, -.
John Kilne, master of seismology, died. For some time
he had béen guffering from the. weskening effects of
Bright's- discase, but few knew of this end, as he had not
been confined to bed through illmness for well over a year,
and to all he met-was still the same pleasant, witty
person, the suddenness of his death ceme as a great shock.
He had often remarked to friends in later years that he
suffered from an "attack of the feebles" as he jokingly
referred to his periodic illness. Twelve days before
his denth he went to bed with = high temperature, cnd as

- this had happened before, no one was really womried. )

- Gredually he pgrew worse: & bronchial complication and .en
unusuel depression began to cause concern. . FHis .
condition quickly deteriorated from then on ond he lapsed
into unconsciousness a few hours before he died.

.. Tributes %o his memoxry hegan to pour in from
21l over the world, I3 was then that meny on the Island
who had teken him for granted realised the ‘tremendous
scope of his worl and the greotnesg of the nan who had
lived among them for neerly twenty years. Shide,Newport
end the Isle of Wight found their nemes appearing in the
nationel press of many countries and in the obituary-
notices that appeared in ledrned journsls in evexry
continent,

LT e L T don g ey
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Prince Galitzen, the.Russian selsmologist and
Pregident of the International Seismological Agsociation
wrotes~ ‘ L

"Seismology, this new and promiging branch of
&@yﬁioal socience, will deplore the death of one
Pf its most distinguished and valiant Pioneers who,-
Jhrough his remarkable activity and energy, hed %
govered the earth's surfece with a whole net of . -
. beismic-observatomies, and. who, through his ,
smportant investigations, set seismology on a )
firm sclentific basis; founded unmon insbrumental
«} bbservations. Nearly all thé problemsg of modern
- !beismology have been considered by Midne, and he
' . ban duly be considered.as a real-founder and promoter
+# 6f this new end importent branch of geophysics, I
" entertain the most sincere hope that the great work
¢ of Milne will be continmed, taoken up by others, and
: developed in accordance with the necesgities of
podern investigation, This would be the best
monument to his memory. ! i B : '

-

- .
-

Py -¥rs, Milne recei%edphundreda of«igfters and
}elegrams of sympathy and condolence. - The -Japanese -
mbassador to Great Britain wrote:- e

*

—r—
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"Please accept my deepest sympathy on the- groat - .
calamity which has befallen you. It is not only

an irreparable loss to this country and %o the )
scientific world, but also to Japan, where .he

rendered such greet service, and where, his name

will never be forgotien.” B * =

Topa
.

[ : .

The main part of the funeral service took
place five days later 'in ‘St. Thomes! Church, Newpori.
v 4 lengthy report of the impressive and touching service
. eppeared in the "Isle of Wight County Press". Copies .
i
L

pe. ;

I el

of a tribute to Professor Milne were distributed in the

-
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‘ church: ~ This was a reprint of the "Eminent Living

’ Geologista' article from the ”Geologidal.Magazine”-of.
- the previous. year. After the service the cortege léft

t

{

1

i

the .church and made its way pest shuttered windows and
cloged shops, past hatless, silent mourners paying their
ldst respects and past flags flying et half mesk, to

5t. Paul's churchyard, Barton, where the commiftal prayers
were said and John Milne laid to rest at the side of his
mother, Mrs., Arnott.- - I

T PV

v
e i M R

. On the plain oak coffin with its'héavy brass
‘_ mounts was a plate with the'inscriptionf_
e g | JOHN MITNE
1] ' *° . bomn . .-
E S "~ Decembez 30, 1850 . £ F
.t T - @dead ‘ )
' - July 31, 1913

L s,

{"' ~ ‘the simplicity of statement he would have a@@reQiated.
p oot . _ ] .

]

i

: - Some of the floral tributes were exquisitely
Y.  .yorked from Japanese 1illies and chrysanthemuris, the ;
prominent colours being the national red eng wwi&: o i
' Jepon, both in the flowers and the ribbons. - . “A bunch
} of white hlooms from the gerdens of Shide Hill House
™  which the Professor loved s8¢ mmch came from Mrs.Hilne,
Wwhile a'wreath in the form of an howizontal pendulnm
-~ .hade from red and white flowers wes sent by his assistant,
 Mr, Howa#d Burgess. "-One even eame from 2 1ittle girl
addressed to - "Dear Uncle- John. Barthguake!. . - & 1 N

The long list of mourners was impressive. .. !
Begides relatives and many of his ex-colleagues, the .
Emperorig Brother;in-Law,'Baron.Y'Kujo, and- the Deputy ;
Governor; Lord- Tennyson, hundreds of people from all - !
walks of 1life attended the seremony., . : ; :

-
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Professor'John Perry, e great friend, best stummed up the
character of John Milne when for the "Royal Society" he
wrofe:~ i

"Hilne's success was greatly due %o his power to
interest 21l sorts of pcople in his ‘work, But it
ey something much deeper which gave him the help
'of scientifio men. He took an’interest in all '
selentifio work, .and perheps he thought too highly
of the work of other nen, He.-was very modest ag
to the value of his own services to the vorld., He
: grudged-no’time or trouble spent in helping other
! °  people when his help, scientific, social, ox . .
: vecuniary, could be of value, Both in Japan and
at Shide he was very hospitable, (As) one who i
lived with him in great intimecy in Japan for
ngerly four years (I) put it on record thet Milne
Eever talked scandal nor detraction, and hated %o

isten to such things., end cannot remember one
bxpressed thought or action -of Milne which weg
umgenerous or mean, Many people gave him .
admiration, but his intimate friends geve him c. u
affection also.®

After Milne's death the British Aasooiation _
Seismological Committee dealded +that work must . continue
along the lines.of-theteatahlishedaroqtine a4t the

Observatory, An agrcement was resched between them~
selves,-mrs._Milne_anﬂ-the-trustpes appointed by the
Professor.- The day to dey operation was underiaken

by Mr.J:Hovard Burgess, Mr.5.%,Pring and for e while
Me, ¥, M/ Walker end Miss K. Fring.  Profegsor. H,H, Turner
of Oxford University took -over the respongibility for .
the obsarvatory and provided the neceasary administrative

and profeagional. advice, - . The collection and
classifidgtion of earthqueke phenomens, the "Shide
Circular" ‘and "Bulleting" as well as other reports- R

continued throughout the war years, Professor Turncr.
spending mueh time travelling between. Oxford and +he
Island., -

(26)
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| ﬁ?ﬁe::the war, in 1919, Mrs.Milne_feturned to
. Jepan.  She hed-been very lonely since the. death of her
} husband six years earlier. She ‘wes ailing and very i

fzaeil when she left the Island, ¥ony were soxry 1o see.
her go, for they had come bo.enjoy her company. The i
continnal stream of Japenese gtudents and other viaitors i
thet found their woy to Shide Hill House wes missed also. ,1

Dt g bt e e i ]
'J"‘%{i LI

Having to mainitain an observabory.at Shide was
not only an éxtra -expense but very inconvenient for &
Professor Tdarner and his colleagues of the Seismological
Committee. So when the house was rold the station was
moved to Oxford. -Later there.was another move and the
work transferred to Kew Observatory. ‘Now ‘the i L
correlation of the earthquake phenomena, started by o i
Milne, is-carried out at the Intemnational Seismologiocal
Centre at Edinburgh, . _

e s

_ The original part of Shide Hill House, designed
by & pupil of the architect John Nash, sadly has come to

the end of its life also.. The rest has been divided _ '
into privete dwellinga. The Observatory block has a
bedroom with an umusual feature in it. Guests of the : E

ovmers. find it rather amusing to sleep beneath a pldque
which reads, "Rarthquake Leboratory 1900", Milne with
his sensé of humour would have agreed with them. The
0ld lodge to *the main house still gtands but the drive
and wnusual gerdena have been built upom.

Seismologists end geophysicists still remember
% the work of Milne., = Many of the bechnigues hé pioneered
A " %o wnravel the mysteries of the earthquake are still the
El only methods available to investigate certain aspects of-
Ay~ the interior of our globe. ¥hen he was experimenting

. ‘with the use of mercury-coated carbon rods as miorophones
. buried in the ground to detect the passage of shock waves,
1ittlo conld he have imagined the sophistication of the.

R I
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modern gGOﬁhone, or that a mile or two from his home at
Shide seigmic surveys assisted the geologists +0 predick
+he posgsibility of oil and natural gas under Perreton i
Farm, Arreton.. : . - - _ o

-

oo It is rather unforfunate that wany Islanders

know little of the life end work of the great scientist

who lived for so much of his working life hers. There

are many reasons-for this. - An earthguake is an ' ¥ \
-erperlence very few 1nhab1tanta have -had, and experience

is a great stimulant to memory.” - The First World War
years focused attention elsewhere; the Professor head no
children; - Mrs.Milne returned to Japen, and other members
‘of their families lived fer from the Isle of nght.
Although in later years the Walker family presented
materlal to the archives -there has been no permanont .
bxhibition of his work or acouisition of his publications
- for the County Library collection. No longer having
the obgervatery functioning on the Island wust also -
coptribute to Milne not belng_remembered.

by

e
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Reoently an_interviewer asked “the question,
Tho was Milne?™ to 2 number of people ‘as they walked
+ in ¥ilne Way, a small oul-de-~sac &% Shide. No-one knew  °
the correct answer, although the one the Professor would
" have liked begt wag, "Well, He played for Arsenal,
: didn't he?V . , , .

-

It would be unfair if it were not recorded
here that there are some who still remember and respect
the father of modern seismology. In answer to the L
questlon D6 you think Professor Milne shouwld have been - -
forgotten?", Lady Haybury'raplied:-

L2 shouldn't have gsaid so because he was one
of the originetors of seismology - he was the father
of it, I would have thought thet in his age and his
generation he was one of the great men. And he certainly

(28) . . «
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wag 2 great man in charaoter. He dominated any assembly
that he was din. He wasn't a man that could be overlooked
et all, He was very natural and charming with everybody. -
He never asserted hinself, but he had the character, he

had thet personmality, He had one manner for everybody."

s Y

-

e As one would expeot, the name of John Milne is
8t11) remembered at -the Newport Golf Club where they have |
-2 photograph of him with Harry Vardon, the well known [
golfer, They also have a trophy, but alas, at least one
. recent winner of i+t knew nothing of the man it ' i
* . commemorates! I

- _ |
Mr,B,W,Pollard, a founder partner of the Island [
chemists, Pollard & Ramage, wes inspired by Milne's work, '
. He set up an observatory at his home, The Quarry,
Binstead, and in 1951 in & lesture to the Isle of Wight
| Natural History Society stressed the negleot of*the man
i by the Islend.  Matorial was colleoted and there was a
i display in the Museum at Carisbrooke Castle for some time.
The "Pimes" »eported that a permanent exhibition had been
set. up as 2 memorial 4o Professor -Milne. Unfdrtunately _
this was no%t 80 and once again Milne was forgotten, f

During Maroh, 1974, the Japanese Ambagsador ) 5
planted both at Shide and the I.W.Technical College sonie ’
3 ‘cherry trees which had been sent by the University of :
2 Tokio as a living memoriel to Profesgor Milne. i

e K T ”
- 2

o
£ Perhaps the memoriel he would have most
£ ‘appreciated is to have been remembered as a simple and ;

honest scientifio pioneer, a friend of nature ‘and_of : !
mankind, His modesty would not have allowed him to - 3
beligve that he should be olessed as one of the really’ g
great men who have lived on the Island - as indeed he was.

[

" -

. . | (29)
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